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advertisement. 

T  ' 

±N  the  Year  1772,  feveral  Medical  Gentlemen  refiding  in 
London,  aflociated  themfelves  for  the  Purpofe  of  fubmitting 
their  relpeftive  Opinions  to  the  Examination  and  Correction  of 
each  other;  and  the  Society  thus  formed  was  called  the 
Philosophicq-Medical  Society.-— But  this  Name  being 
applicable  not  only  to  Phyfics  and  Medicine  (to  which  alone 
the  Views  of  the  Society  were  particularly  directed)  but  to  all 
other  Branches  of  Philofophy,  the  Aflbciated  Members  after- 
wards  refolved  to  diftinguilh  themfelves  by  the  Name  of  the 
Physico-Medical  Society  of  London  ;  the  better  to  ex- 

prefs  the  particular  Objects  of  their  Purfuit, 

.  As  no  Set  of  Regulations  contrived  a  priori  will,  when  ear¬ 
ned  into  Execution,  in  all  Refpects  fuit  the  Government  of 
any  Society,  fo  the  Laws  at  firft  provided  for  the  Physico. 
Medical  Society  were  found  in  many  Refpects  imperfect, 
and  therefore  various  Alterations  and  Additions  were  from 
Time  to  Time  made,  according  as  the  Convenience  of  the 
Society,,  or  the  Acceffion  of  unforefeen  Occurrences,  feemed 
to  require :  Some  Derangement  and  Perplexity  having  been 
thus  occafioned,  and  other  Alterations  in  the  Original  Plan  of 
the  Society  being  likewife  defired,  a  Committee  was,  in  the 
Year  1774,  appointed  to  revise,  arrange  and  amend  the 
Laws  of  the  Society ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a  new  Syftem, 
founded  on  the  Refults  of  former  Experience,  was  propofed  by 
the  Committee,  and  having  been  formally  adopted  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Society,  is  now  printed  for  the  Ufe  of  its 
Members. 


1 


L 


A  W  S 


O  F  T  H  E 


Phyfico-Medical  Society  of  London. 


ANNUAL  ELECTION. 

Enabled, 

I.  /t\  H  AT  to  tranfa&  the  bulinefs  and  fupport  the 
government  of  this  Society,  a  Council,  con- 
lifting  of  nine  Members,  and  alfo  four  Pre- 
lldents,  two  Secretaries,  and  one  Treafurer,  be  annually 
ele&ed,  on  the  firft  Monday  in  each  yfcar ;  that  fuch 
ele&ions  commence  at  noon,  and  be  conduced  in  manner 
following  :  vi%. 

i.  The  Secretaries  lhall  deliver  to  each  Member  a 
complete  lift  of  all  Members  of  the  Society  reftding 
in  London,  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  fame,  who 
lhall  fcratch  or  mark  againft  the  names  of  Nine  fuch 
Members  as  he  lhall  judge  beft  qualified  and  difpofed 
to  difeharge  the  duties  of  Members  of  the  Council, 
which  lift  fo  marked  or  fcratched  lhall  be  depofited 
in  a  receptacle  to  be  provided  for  that  purpole,  and 
when  fuch  lifts  lhall  have  been  collected  from  all 
the  Members  prefent,  the  two  youngeft  among  fuch 
Members  lhall  be  fele&ed  as  ferutators  on  the  part 
of-  the  Society,  to  afiift  the  Afting-Prelident  and 
Secretaries,  in  examining  and  regiftering  the  num¬ 
ber  of  votes  given  to  the  refpedfive  Members,  and 
thofe  Nine  who  lhall  be  found  to  have  the  greateft 
number  of  votes  lhall  conftitute  a  Council  for  the 
fucceeding  year. 
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2.  1  he  Secretaries  fhali  then  deliver  to  each  Member 
a  lift  containing  the  names  of  the  Members  of  the 
new  Council  only,  who  fhali  write  the  word  Pre - 
fident  againft  the  names  of  Four  fuch  Members  as  he 
may  judge  beft  qualified  and  difpofed  to  difcharge 
the  duties  of  Prefidents  of  the  Society;  and  the 
word  Secretary  againft  the  names  of  Two  fuch  Mem¬ 
bers  as  he  Hi  all  judge  beft  qualified  and  difpoled  to 
difcharge  the  duties  of  that  office;  and  alfo  the 
word  Treafurer  againft  the  name  of  fuch  Member 
as  he  fhali  judge  beft  qualified  and  difpofed  to 
execute  the  office  of  Treafurer  to  die  Society; 
which  lift  fo  diftinguifhed  fhali  be  depofited  and 
examined  in  manner  aforefaid ;  and  thofe  Members 
fhali  be  adjudged  duly  elected  to  their  refpesftive 
offices  who  fhali  be  found  to  have  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  of  votes. 

3*  The  Members  of  the  Society  fhali  next  proceed  to 
eleft  one  of  Four  perfons  who  fhali  have  been  no¬ 
minated  by  the  Council  of  the  preceeding  year  to 
prepare  and  deliver  a  Difcourfe  on  fome  Topic  re¬ 
lating  to  Medicine  or  Natural  Philofophy,  at  the 
Anniverfary  Meeting  of  the  Society,  next  enfuing 
after  fuch  ele&ion. 

4,  The  ufual  bufinefs  of  each  Annual  Meeting  forth© 
refpe$ive  elections  before-mentioned  being  com¬ 
pleted,  the  Members  fhali  dine  with  each  other  on 
that  clay,  in  fuch  place  and  manner  as  fhali  have 
been  directed  by  the  Council  of  the  preceding  year,, 
or  by  the  Stewards  who  may  have  been  appointed 
for  that  purpofe. 

IT.  That  every  Member  of  this  Society  refident  in 
London,  or  within  ten  miles  thereof,  who  (hall  not 
attend  the  Annual  Meeting  aforefaid,  and  who  fhali 
negleft  to  dine  with  the  Members  on  the  day  of  the  faid 
Meeting,  fhali  incur  the  penalty  of  Five  Shillings,  to 
be  collected  by  the  Treafurer  ;  unlefs  it  fhali  appear  that 
ftich  ahfent  Member  was  difabled  from  attending  bv 
iicknefs,  or  fome  other  infuperabte  obftacle. 

IIL  Tfiat  no  Member  of  the  Society  who  fhali  be 
rjfident,  beyond  the  Sea  at  the  time  of  any  future  Annual 
Election  fhali  be  capable  of  being  ele&ed  into  any  office. 

• IV,  That 
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IV.  That  every  Prefident,  Secretary,  Treafurer,  or 
Member  of  the  Council,  who  may  leave  town  with  an 
intention  to  continue  abfent  for  the  fpace  of  three  months, 
excepting  the  vacation  months,  fhall  previoufly  refign 
his  office ;  and  any  perfon  holding  either  of  the  offices 
aforefaid,  who  fhall  actually  leave  town,  and  continue 
abfent  for  three  months  during  the  meetings  of  the 
Society,  and  fhall  negleft  to  make  fuch  refignation, 
fhall  be  adjudged  to  have  forfeited  his  office,  and  another 
perfon  fhall  be  elected  thereto. 

OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

V.  THAT  the  Council  be  empowered  to  meet  and 
adjourn  themfelves  from  time  to  time  as  may  appear 
expedient  for  tranfadling  the  buhnefs  of  their  depart¬ 
ment. 

VI.  That  One  of  the  Prefidents  do  a £1  as  Chairman 
at  each  Meeting;  and  that  Four  Members,  including 
One  Prefident,  fhall  conflitute  a  Council. 

VII.  That  all  communications  from  perfons  not 
Members  of  the  Society  be  examined  and  approved  by 
the  Council,  before  they  be  read  at  any  Meeting  of  the 
Society. 

That  all  matters  refpe&ing  the  private  ceconomy  and 
government  of  the  Society  be  firft  propofed  in  writing 
to  the  Council,  and  (if  judged  worthy  of  the  confideration 
of  the  Society)  be  referred  to  a  fpecial  Meeting,  which 
they  fhall  direct  the  Secretary  or  Secretaries  to  fummon, 
whenever  they  may  think  fufficient  bufinefs  renders  it 
expedient  :  excepting,  however,  fuch  matters  as  fhall 
be  of  a  temporary  or  urgent  nature,  which,  by  confent 
of  the  A&ing- Prefident,  may  be  propofed  in  writing  by 
any  Member,  at  an  ordinary  Meeting,  without  any 
reference  from  the  Council. 

VIII.  That  the  Council,  when  aflembled,  be  em¬ 
powered  to  direft  the  Treafurer  to  make  any  purchale, 
expenditure,  or  payment  of  money,  for  and  on  account 
of  the  Society,  provided  the  fame  does  not  exceed  the 
fum  of  Thirty  Shillings. 


IX.  That 
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IX.  That  the  Council  be  authorifed  to  direct  did 
Secretary  to  record  fuch  Medical  or  Phylical  fa&s  as 
may  appear  mod  deferving  among  thofe  communicated, 
or  to  be  communicated,  to  the  Society  ;  and  alfo  in  the 
name  of  the  Society  to  requeft  copies  of  fuch  differtations, 
or  other  written  compofitions,  as  appear  nioft  worthy 
of  being  preferved,  among  thofe  which  already  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  difcuffed  in  the  Society. 

X.  That  the  Council  be  empowered  in  the  months  of 
November  and  Miay  annually  to  audit  and  fettle  the 
Treafurer’s  accounts. 

XI.  That  no  motion  refpe&ing  the  making  of  any 
new  law,  or  the  alteration  or  repeal  of  any  foimer  law, 
be  agitated  in  the  Society,  unled  the  fame  fhall  have 
been  drib  propofed  in  Council,  and  from  thence  referred 
to  the  conlideration  of  a  fpecial  Meeting  of  the  Society. 

Of  THE  PRESIDENTS. 

XII.  THAT  the  Prefidents  do  officiate  or  take  the 
Chair  in  rotation,  or  otherwife,  as^  may  be  convenient 
for  the  purpofe  of  conducing,  ordering,  and  governing 
the  bufinefs  of  the  feveral  Meetings. 

XIII.  That  the  Afting-Prefident  have  a  difcretionary 
power,  as  he  may  think  expedient,  to  call  any  other 
Member  to  order  ;  and  if  fuch  call  be  difregarded,  that 
the  Prefident  be  authorifed  to  require  fuch  difobedient 
Member  to  abfent  himfelf  from  the  Society,  until  a 
fpecial  Meeting  (hall  have  been  fummoned  to  determine 
upon  the  demerit  of  his  difobedience  *  and  any  Member 
who  may  refufe  or  negle£f  to  abfent  himfelf  in  ooedimce 
to  fuch  requifition  fhall  be  adjudged  if  Jo  fafto  expelled 
from  the  Society. 

XIV.  That  any  Member  who  (hall  infult  or  refill  a 
Prefident,  whilft  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  (hall 
fuffer  expulfion,  or  fuch  other  punifhment  as  the  Society, 
from  the  circumftances  of  his  offence,  (hall  judge  expe¬ 
dient  to  ipfii^f. 

XV.  That  if  any  Member  fhall  at  any  time  think 
himfelf  aggrieved  by  any  order  or  decifion  of  the  A£ling- 

Prefident,  he  (hail  notwithffianding,  for  the  fake  of  good 

order. 
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t>rder,  conform  to  fuch  order  of  deeifion,  until  the 
Meeting  be  adjourned  ;  after  which,  he  fhall  be  allowed 
to  complain  in  Writing  to  the  Council,  who  fhall  dired 
a  fpecial  Meeting  of  the  Society  to  be  iummoned*  as 
foon  after  as  may  be  convenient*  for  confidering  the 
merit  of  fuch  complaint. 

XVI.  That  no  Prefident  do  take  the  Chair  when  atty 
complaint  refpeding  himfelf  is  to  be  agitated. 

XVII.  That  as  all  contfadidions  to  a  Prefident  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  mud  appear  indecent,  it  is  there¬ 
fore  expeded,  that  every  Ading-Prefident  will  delay 
giving  his  opinion  upon  any  Medical  or  Phyfical  Subject 
under  debate,  until  fuch  Members  as  are  difpoied  to 
fpeak  thereto,  fhall  have  refpedively  delivered  their 
fentiments,  to  the  end  that  no  Member  may  be  precluded 
from  freely  giving  his  opinion ;  provided  however,  that 
nothing  in  this  article  fhall  reilrain  the  Ading-Prefident 
from  any  interpofition  which  he  may  think  expedient  for 
the  prefervation  of  good  order,  or  the  fpeedy  termination 
of  a  trivial  or  unneceflary  diipute. 

OF  THE  TREASURER* 

XVIII.  THAT  the  Treafurer  be  authorifed  from  time 
to  time  to  colled  all  monies  due  in  any  manner  to  the 
Society ;  and  the  fame  to  pay  or  difpofe  of  in  fuch  manner 
as  he  fhall  be  lawfully  direded  by  the  Society,  or 
Council. 

XIX.  That  if  any  refufal  or  negled  of  payment  of 
any  money  due  to  the  Society  fhall  arife,  the  Treaiurer 
fhall  inform  the  Council  thereof,  and  purfue  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  they  fhall  advife  or  dired. 

XX.  That  the  Treafurer  keep  regular  accounts  of 
all  his  receipts  and  difburlements,  and  fubmit  the  iame 
to  be  audited  by  the  Council*  in  the  months  of  May  and 
November  in  each  year, 

OF  THE  SECRETARIES. 

XXI.  THAT  the  Secretaries  do  officiate  alternately, 
or  cfherwife,  as  tnav  be  convenient*  and  that  the  offiqi'ai 

B  ad 
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aft  of  either  be  deemed  valid  and  fufficient ;  and  that  they* 
or  one  of  them,  do  record  the  proceedings  of  the  Society 
and  of  the  Council  at  their  refpeftive  Meetings  ;  do  open 
and  communicate  all  letters  or  writings  direfted  to  the 
Society  or  the  Council ;  and  from  time  to  time  write 
fuch  letters,  iffue  fuch  fummons  and  notices,  and  execute 
fuch  other  bufinels  as  may  be  lawfully  required  of  them, 
either  by  the  Society,  the  Council,  or  the  Afting-Pre- 
fident  for  the  time  being.  '  * 

XXII.  That  the  Secretaries  have  likewife  the  cuflody 
of  the  Seal  of  the  Society,  and  affix  the  fame  to  fuch  afts 
only  as  they  may  lawfully  authenticate  thereby. 

» 

4 

OF  THE  REGISTER  AND  LIBRARIAN. 

XXIII.  THAT  a  perfon  be  annually  eleftcd  under 
the  denomination  of  a  Regifler  and  Librarian,  whofe 
bufinefs  it  fhall  be  to  prepare  certificates-,  to  have  the 
care  of  all  books,  papers  and  manufcripts,  belonging  to 
the  Society,  which  may  be  intended  for  public  infpeftion, 
which  he  fhall  properly  arrange  and  number,  and  alfo 
keep  an  alphabetical  catalogue  of  the  fame,  expreffing 
their  titles,  &c.  as  well  as  a  book  containing  the  names 
of  the  Members,  with  the  places  of  their  abode,  in 
which  he  fhall  mark  againft  the  name  of  any  Member 
who  fhall  fend  for  a  book,  Sec.  from  the  Library,,  the 
number  of  the  book  received,  and  the  time  when ;  and 
(as  foon  as  returned)  fhall  draw  a  line  through  the  num* 
ber,  in  the  prefence  of  the  perlbn  who  brings  the  book. 

XXIV.  That  all  books,  Sec.  borrowed  from  the  Library* 
fhall  be  returned  within  the  terms  following :  viz. 

Pamphlets  within  one  week ;  bound  oftavos  within  a 
fortnight ;  ditto  quartos  within  a  month;  and  folios 
within  two  months:  and  any  Member  who  fhall  keep 
any  book  or  pamphlet  beyond  the  times  fpecified,  fhall, 
befides  returning  the  fame,  pay  a  fine,  according  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  Council,  (to  whom  the  Librarian  fhall 
in  fuch  cafes  appeal)  not  exceeding  the  value  of  fuch 
book  or  pamphlet ;  and  that  no  Member  be  permitted  to 
borrow  more  than  one  volume  at  any  one  time. 

O  F 
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OF  CANDIDATES. 

'XXVh  That  qo  Candidate  for  admiffion  into  this 
Society  fhall  be  put  to  the  ballot,  until  a  certificate  in  his 
favour,  fublcribed  by  at  leaflTwo  Members  of  the  Society, 
perlonaily  acquainted  with  his  merit  and  qualifications, 
fhall  haye  been  prefent-ed,  and  read  at  two  Meetings 
.preceding  that  on  which  fuch  ballot  fhall  be  entered  upon. 

XXVI.  That  the  fufffagcs  of  three- fourths  of  -the 
Members  voting  fhall  be  necelTary  for  the  election  of  any 
Candidate. 

That  a  Candidate  who  fhall  have  been  duly  elected, 
and  fhall  prefen t  himfelf  for  admifhon  into  the  Society, 
•fhall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treaiurer,  the  Honorary 
Fine  of  One  Pound  One  Shilling,  and  fhall  fubfcribe  the 
following  engagement :  viz, 

m  whofe  Names  are  underwritten  do  engage  to  obey  the 

Laws ,  and)  as  far  as  our  Powers  extend ,  to  fupport  the 

Honour  and  promote  theEnds  of  the  Physico-Med  ic  AL 

Society  of  London. 

After  which  he  lhall  be  prefented  to  the  A£ting-Prefident, 
who,  rifing  from  the  chair,  and  taking  the  Candidate  by 
the  hand,  fhall  admit  him  a  Member  of  the  Society,  in 
the  following,  or  funilar  words:  viz . 

I)y  the  Authority  delegated  to  me  as  Prefedent  of  the  Ph  ysico- 

Med  ipaO  Society,  1  dq  admit  you  a  Member  thereof 

XXVII.  That  any  Candidate  who  fhall  have  been 
duly  ele&ed,  and  fhall  not  within  fix  meetings  after  fuch 
ele&ion  prefent  himfelf  for  admiffion  into  the  Society  in, 
die  ufual  manner,  fhall  lofe  the  benefit  of  fuch  election* 
and  be  for  ever  excluded  from  the  Society  ;  unlefs  it  fhall 
appear  that  fuch  Candidate  was  unable  to  prefent  himfelf 
as  aforefajd,  either  from  ficknels,  or  fome  other  infu¬ 
se  table  obfiacle. 

OF  HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

XXVIII.  THAT  Gentlemen  eminent  for  Medical  or 
Phyfical  knowledge,  and  who,  from  being  fettled  at  a 
confide  rable  diftance  from  London,,  are  incapable  of  dif- 

charging 
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charging  the  duties  and  enjoying  the  Benefits  of  ordinary 
Members  of  this  Society,  fhall  be  capable  of  ele&ion  and 
admiffion  in  the  ufual  manner  as  Honorary  Members  j 
their  refpe^Vive  qualifications  being  certified  in  writing  by 
at  lead  Three  Members  of  the  Society,  acquainted  either 
with  their  perfons  or  writings. 

XXIX.  That  every  Honorary  Candidate,  who  may 
be  duly  ele&ed,  fhall  be  capable  of  admiffion  by  proxy 
(upon  the  warrant  of  a  letter  or  other  written  authority, 
jn  his  own  band-writing),  and  fhall  be  excmed  from 
payment  of  the  cuftomary  fine  of  admiffion,  as  well  as 
from  all  contributions  and  duties  whatever.*— —  Every 
Honorary  Member,  as  often  as  it  may  be  convenient, 
fhall  hr  V'  a  right  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
and  no  deliver  his  fentiments  on  any  fubjedf  undei  con- 
fideration ;  but  no  luch  Member  fhall  be  allowed  to  vote, 
or  hold  any  office  in  the  Society . 

XXX.  That  any  Gentleman  who  fhall  have  duly ^  dis¬ 
charged  the  duty  of  an  ordinary  Member  of  this  society, 
and  who  fhall  be  about  to  remove  from  within  ten  miles 
of  London,  and  fhall  defire  to  be  tranllated  tothcflation 
of  an  Honorary  Member,  fhall  be  confidered  as  luch, 
upon  fignifymg  this  his  defire  in  writing  to  the  Secietaiies 
of  the  Society. 

XXXI.  That  Honorary  Members  fhall  be  required  to, 
prefent  themfelves,  either  perfonally  or  by  proxy,  for 
admiffion,  within  One  Year  after  their  election. 

OF  THE  MEETINGS. 

XXXII.  THAT  this  Society  will  meet  every  Monday 
evening  at  Seven  o’clock  (excepting  the  months  of  June, 
July  and  Auguft,  during  which  the  Meetings  fhall  be 
difeontinued ;  and  excepting  the  fir ih  Monday  of  each 
year,  on  which  the  Society  will  meet  at  noon),  and  will 
adjourn  at  or  foon  after  the  hour  of  Nine. 

XXXIIL  That  the  principal  end  and  endeavour  of 
the  Society  at  fuch  Meeting  be  to  promote  their  mutual 
improvement,  by  reciprocally  Submitting  their  fentiments 
upon  lubjefts  of  Medicine  and  Natural  Philofophy  to  the 
examination  and  correction  of  each  otlyer. 
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XXXIV.  That  for  this  purpofe  every  Member  in  his 
turn  fhall  deliver  a  Diflertation,  or  other  written  Com- 
pofition,  to  the  Secretary,  which  fhall  be  read  to  the 
Society  at  the  clofe  of  the  Meeting  preceding  that  on 
which  luch  DifTertation  fhall  be  difeuffed. 

XXXV.  That  Five  Members  fhall  conftitute  a  So¬ 
ciety,  and  that  as  loon  after  the  hour  of  Seven  as  Five 
Members  fhall  be  afiembled,  One  of  the  Prefidents  fhall 
take  the  Chair;  or  in  the  ablence  pf  all  the  Prefidents,  a 
Member  of  the  Council  lbali  officiate  as  fuch  ;  or  if  no 
fuch  Member  be  prelent,  then  the  eldeft  Member  of  the 
Society  who  may  happen  to  be  prefent  fhall  aft  as  pre- 
fident. 

XXXVI.  That  the  entries  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  at  the  preceding  Meeting  be  read  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  immediately  after  the  Chair  fhall  have  been  taken 
as  aforefaid ;  and?  unlefs  objefted  to  by  feme  Member, 
the  fame  fhall  be  cpnlidered  as  approved  by  the  Society, 
and  as  fuch,  fhall  be  fubferibed  by  the  name  of  the 
Afting-Prefident;  after  which,  the  Society  fhall  proceed 
to  hear  any  fafts  or  intelligence  refpefting  Medicine, 
or  Natural  Philolbphy,  which  may  be  communicated  by 
any  Member,  or  by  any  other  perfon  under  the  reftriftions 
before-mentioned  :  but  that  no  fuch  fafts  or  intelligence 
be  confidered  as  a  lubjeft  of  debate. 

XXXVII.  That  next  in  order,  the  Society  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  reading  of  certificates  in  favour  of  Candidates, 
their  eleftion  or  rejection  by  ballot,  and  their  admiffion* 
by  the  Afting-Prefident,  provided  any  fuch  bufinefs  be 
regularly  before  the  Society  ;  after  which,  the  Society 
fhall  proceed  to  hear  and  difeufs  the  Difierfation,  or 
other  written  Compofition,  which  fhall  have  been  pre- 
vioufly  delivered  as  a  lubjeft  of  debate  for  the  then  prefent 
Meeting;  the  Author  of  which  fhall  endeavour  (in  con¬ 
junction  with  fuch  Members  as  may  favour  his  opinions) 
to  fupport  his  doftrine,  and  refute  any  objections  which 
may  he  made  thereto.  That  during  the  debate  (which 
the  ACting-  Prcfid'ent  fhall  fuperintend  and  regulate),  no 
more  t.ian  One  Member  be  permitted  to  ftand  at  the 
fame  time.  That  the  Member  firft  rifing,  after  the 
Member  who  la  ft  fpoke  fhall  be  featqffi  have  liberty  to 
fpcak  next  in  order.  That  no  Member,  except  the 

Afting- 
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Acting-  Prefidcnt,  lhall  be  allowed  to,  interrupt  any 
Member  while  fpcakmg.  That  no  Member  be  permitted 
to  fpeak  or  reply  more  than  once  to  any  particular  tonic 
except  with  permiffion  of  the  AftingVrefident.  Th£ 
no  perfonal  refleftion  on  any  Member  prefent  be  per¬ 
mitted;  and  that  the  Afting-Prefidents  have  a  dii'cre- 

Sj.ZTSS,  are  ,l*  op"i0" of  ,if,,or  “  ">* 

XXXVIII  That  every  Member  be  allowed  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  vifitor,  but  that  he,  to  prevent  interruption,  fhall 
deliver  the  name  of  fuch  vifitor  to  the  Prefident,  in 
writing,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  bufinefs. 


GENERAL  LAWS, 

XXXIX,  'p1  HAT  all  quefiions  refpefting  the  go- 

vernment  or  qeconomy  of  the  Society, 
or  which  are  not  fpecially  provided  for  by  feme  particular 
Law,  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  votes ;  and  that 
whenever  any  ppifon  fhall  defire  the  determination  to  be 
made  by  ballot,  fuch  requefl  fir  all  be  granted, 

XL.  That  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the  So* 
ciety,  each  Member,  befides  the  honorary  fine  of  ad- 
.“?a!!  yearly  contribute  the  fum  of  One  Pound 
One  Shilling,  which  fhall  be  paid  in  advance  to  the 
ireafurer,  m  two  equal  half-yearly  payments ;  the  firft 
op  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September,  and  the  fecond 
on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  :  and  if  any  Member 
fhall  fo  far  negleft  fuch  payments,  as  that  two  payments 
do  become  due  or  in  arrears  from  him,  the  Treafurer 
hall  complain  to  the  Council,  who  fhall  caufe  the  name 
fuch  Member  to  be  erafed  from  the  Books  of  the 
Society,  uniefs  it  fhall  appear  that  fuch  delinquency  has 
been  occasioned  by  refidence  abroad,  and  that  the  fame 
ismot  likely  to  continue.  And  farther,  that  no  Member 
reiiding  in  London,  or  within  ten  miles  thereof,  who 
fhall  have  neglefted  the  payment  of  any  half-yearly 
contribution  for  the  fpace  of  One  Month  after  the  fame 
fhall  have  been  due,  be  permitted  to  vote  or  fpeai  rela¬ 
tive  to  any  matter  agitated  in  the  Society,  until  he  lhall 
Iia¥£  firix  paid  fuch  contribution. 


C  *5  ) 

XH‘  fourtfien  days  before  the  meeting  at  which 
any  Member  ought  in  turn  to  deliver  a  Differtation,  the 
Acting-Prelident  fhall  give  notice  to  fuch  Member  of 

^‘S,krr\°f^IStidjty  I?  f,he  Society ;  or  if  fuch  Member 
be  abfent,  fhall  direft  the  Secretary  to  do  it  by  letter: 

and  any  Member  who,  on  receiving  fuch  notice,  fhall 
negleft  to  deliver  the  cuftomary  Differtation,  or  written 
Cqmpofition  unlefs  he  fhall  be  fick,  or  at  a  great  diftance 
rom  town,  fhall  forfeit,  for  the  firft  offence,  Five  Shil- 
hngs  and  Three-Pence ;  for  the  fecond.  Ten  Shillings 

"n  jIXi^e  cCe  j  and  for  the  third  offence,  fhall  be  ex¬ 
pelled  the  Society  :  and  every  Member  who  fhall  not 

attend  at  the  Meeting  on  which  his  Differtation  fhall  in 
courfe  be  debated,  fhall  forfeit  Five  Shillings. 

XLII.  That  the  money  arifing  from  the  half-yearly 
contributions,  the  admiffion  of  Members,  fines,  &c.  fhall 
confhtute  a  fund  for  defraying  the  expences  of  the  So- 

?’  J,  I  and  t.ha*  th®  ^rPlus  of  fuch  money  be  expended 
in  the  purchafe  of  fuch  books  as  the  Society,  or  the 
Council  from  time  to  time,  fhall  direff. 

XLII I.  That  any  Member  who  fhall  perfift  in  the 
breach  of  any  law  of  the  Society,  or  who  having  broken 
any  law  fhall  refule  to  make  fuch  fatisfaftion  as  the  So¬ 
ciety  may  prefenbe,  fhall  be  expelled. 

XLIV.  That  the  Differtation  delivered  for  difeuffion 
be  read  at  the  cloffe  of  the  Meeting  preceding  that  on 
which  it  is  to  be  debated,  and  that  during  this  interval, 
&ch  paper  be  left  with  the  Librarian,  for  the  perufal  of 
any  Members  who  apply  for  that  purpofe.  1 

XLfy,-.  Tqhat  if  any  Member  fhall  offend  againft  anr 
Jaw  ot  this  Society,  and,  to  avoid  making  fatisfaflion  for 
fuch  offence,  fhall  attempt  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the 
va^ciety,  lie  fhall  ipfo  fafto  be  expelled. 

XLyi'  '  r1'3.1  any  perfon  who  may  have  been  tranflated 
to  t he  hft  of  Honorary  Members,  fhall  at  any  time  be 
inn  tied,  without  ballot,  to  return  to  the  ftation  of  an  or- 
mary  Member,  upon  delivering  a  written  claim  for  that 

WhTfhalTh^  K  AnJ  I'""7  honorary  Member, 

w  io  fha  I  be  willing  to  pay  the  ufual  fine  of  admiffion, 

and  di  (charge  the  contributions  and  duties  of  an  Ordinary 

Meeting,  fhall  be  alfo  intitled  to  be  tranflated  to  that 
nation,  without  bailor. 


XL\  II,  That 
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XLVII.  That  every  Member  of  the  Society  fhall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  of  his  having  been  duly  ele&eci 
and  admitted,  he  paying  the  Regifter  Five  Shillings  for 
the  expence  of  parchment,  engroffing,  &c.  which  cer¬ 
tificate  fhall  be  authenticated  by  the  Seal  of  the  Society, 
and  figned  by  at  leaft  Two  of  the  Prefidents,  and  coun- 
terfigned  by  at  leaft  One  Secretary* 

XLVIII.  That  on  the  laft  Monday  in  December  an* 
nually,  the  Secretaries  fhall  deliver  to  each  Member  a 
complete  lift  of  the  feveral  Differtations  or  written  Com¬ 
petitions  which  fhall  have  been  prefen  ted  and  debated  irt 
the  Society,  during  the  courfe  of  the  then  concluding 
year,  together  With  the  names  of  their  refpedive  authors, 
and  each  Member  fhall  mark  againft  the  title  of  fuch 
Diftertation  as  he  may  think  moft  deferring  among  them, 
and  the  feveral  lifts  fo  marked,  being  depofited  in  a  re¬ 
ceptacle  for  that  purpofe  to  be  provided,  fhall  be  examined 
by  the  officers  of  the  Society,  and  the  Diftertation  which 
fhall  be  found  to  have  the  greateft  number  of  fuffrages, 
fhall  be  adjudged  the  moft  deferving,  and  the  author  of 
it  fhall  be  intitled  to  a  certificate  thereof,  under  the  Seal 
of  the  Society,  and  alfo  to  a  prize,  to  be  hereafter  fpe- 
clfied ;  which  certificate  and  prize  fhall  be  publicly 
prefented  to  fuch  author,  by  the  A&ing-Prefident,  on 
the  Monday  following  :  viz*  on  the  day  of  the  iucceeding 
Annual  Election. 

XLIX.  That  a  complete  Lift  of  the  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Society  be  printed  immediately  after 
each  Annual  Ele£lion* 


F  INIS* 


